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I. Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the dements of (lie international application:'*' 
I I the international application as originally filed 

1^ the description: 



1-6 



, as originally filed 

, filed wi& the demand 



, filed Wiethe letter of 



flie claims: 
pages 



1-7 



pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 



1/1 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



. , filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

. , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, u)i the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I 1 the language of a transl ulion furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 . 1 (b)). 
I I the language of publiculion of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of intemational preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the intemational 
preliminary examination was carried out on &e basis of the sequence listing: 

I I contained in the internal ional application in written form. 

I I filed together with tlic international application in computer readable form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Au&ority in computer readable form. 

Tlie statement that the subsequently fiimished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in flie 
intemational application us filed has been furnished. 

Hie statement &at the information recorded in coit^uter readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

4. Q The amendments htivc resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Mos. 

the drawings, sliccls/fig 

I I This report has been csiaMished as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they 
' ' — ' beyond the disclosure as llled, as indicated in flie Siqpplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



have been considered to go 



♦ Replacement sheets which //i7i v heen Jurnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "original ly Ulcd** and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70 16 
and 70,17). 

^^Any replacement sheet contttniht;z such amendments must be referred to wider item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novell (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-7 



1-7 



1-7 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Novelty and inventive step: W097/45472 (Dl) describes a 
production process for nylon 66 and copolyamides thereof, 
wherein the monomers adipic hexamethylenediamine and 
optionally caprolactam are pre-polymerised in a first 
process step in a pressure reactor (see drawing: 8) , which 
is operated without removal of volatiles at a temperature 
of 180 to ISO^C. The nylon is subsequently fed to further 
process steps, at the start of each of which the water 
which has evaporated is removed or expelled with inert gas 
(page 2, lines 6-11) . The nylon melt is s\ibsequently fed 
to a postcondensation reactor, where likewise water no 
longer needed is optionally expelled. 

The claimed process also involves pre -polymerisation of 
the same monomers under the same conditions, the 
characterising feature being that the water is expelled in 
the further process step. This procedure appears similar 
to that described in Dl. Claims 1-4 cannot therefore be 
acknowledged as novel over Dl . Regarding device 
claims 5-7, the applicant is requested to explain what 
distinguishes the claimed device from that illustrated in 
Dl. 

Observations similar to those made with respect to Dl can 
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also be made on the basis of W097/21758 (D2) . Here again 
condensation water and process water appear to be removed 
in a process step downstream of pre -polymerisation. In the 
opinion of the examining authority, the claimed process 
does not therefore appear to involve an inventive step 
with respect to D2 (PCT Article 33(2) and (3)). 
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